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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN 

SUBJECT: TAXATION OF INSTRUMENTS OF FOREIGN COMMERCE 

REF: 191803 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON 

HOST COUNTRY IMPOSITION OF TAXES ON INSTRUMENTS OF FOREIGN COM- 
MERCE POST HAS GATHERED FOLLOWING DATA ON GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA 
POLICIES. 

2. GOB NEVER TAXES CONTAINERS WHICH GOODS ARE SHIPPED IN, THEY 
REBATE THE DUTY. 

3. IF A VEHICLE ORIGINATES FROM ONE OF THE COMMON CUSTOMS UNION 
STATES (MEMBERS ARE SOUTH AFRICA, SWAZILAND, LESOTHO AND BOTSWANA) 
IT IS EXEMPT FROM ALL FORMS OF TAXATION. 

4. IF A VEHICLE FROM A NON-CUSTOMS UNION NATION ENTERS BOTSWANA 
A DEPOSIT MUST BE MADE PENDING DEPARTURE. THE DEPOSIT IS EQUAL 
TO THE AMOUNT OF DUTY LIABILITY. HOWEVER, IF A VEHICLE DEPARTS 
WITHIN A SPECIFIED PERIOD OF TIME (TYPICALLY SIX MONTHS) THEN 
THE DEPOSIT NEED NOT BE PAID. 
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5. OUTSIDE OF THE CUSTOMS UNION THERE IS NO RECIPROCITY 
INVOLVED: I.E. NO PROVISIONS EXIST EXEMPTING VEHICLES WHOSE 
FLAG STATES DO NOT TAX BATSWANAN CARRIERS FROM DUTY/TAXES. 

6. THERE ARE NO PROVISIONS IN THE LAW FOR IMPOSING RAT ALT A- 
TORY TAXES. 
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